




The hurricane sea-
son is expected to 
be active in the At-


lantic, Gulf of Mexico and 
Caribbean Sea again this 
year.


Just like last season, a 
La Niña is in progress in 
the Pacific Ocean. This 
means water near the 
equator in the Pacific is 
cooler than normal.


Historically, this pattern 
causes more hurricanes 
in the Atlantic. Based on 
this and other factors, the 
long-range forecast calls 
for a busy year with about 
15-16 tropical storms or 
hurricane, about nine hur-
ricanes, five might be-


come major hurricanes.
Although it didn’t seem 


busy last year, the long-
range forecasters were 
correct in 2010. It was a 
very active season, but the 
storms avoided the United 
States again and certain-
ly Florida.


The last significant hur-
ricane to hit the Unit-
ed States was Ike in 2008, 
which came into the 
Houston/Galveston area 
as a strong category 2.


 The last “major” hur-
ricane to hit the United 
States was in 2005 when 
Wilma hit South Florida.


Will our luck run out 
this year?


At Bay News 9 weather, 
we feel you should treat 
each hurricane season the 
same. Prepare as if this 
is the year you are finally 
going to get hit.


We ask that you take it 
about five days at a time 
in the tropics during hur-
ricane season. Don’t wor-
ry too much about the 
long-term forecast, be 
more concerned about the 
current weather patterns 
and if they could bring a 
storm up our way. Check 
in several times a day in 
case there are any chang-
es.


We will be here for you, 


with our Tropical Update 
at :49 after the hour, each 
hour throughout the sea-
son. Of course, our trop-
ical tracking becomes 
more frequent as storms 
develop. We will also be 
working with our part-
ners like the Bradenton 
Herald to keep you in-
formed, without the hype, 
on whatever the season 
brings our way.


Remember, the odds of 
getting a direct hit in any 
one season are very low, 
but the consequences are 
high.


Active season is in the cards
There are two impor-


tant things to remember 
about hurricane forecast-
ing in the year 2010. First, 
the science of meteorolo-
gy has made some incredi-
ble advances in forecasting 
the track of tropical storms 
and hurricanes over the last 
two decades. Research dol-
lars have been well spent, 
the top scientists tackled 
a tough problem and have 
made forecasting the path 
of a storm more accurate. 
Sure, some storms will still 
surprise us, no computer is 
going to forecast the weird 
paths and loops hurricanes 
have taken in the past. But, 
the hurricane usually ends 
up inside the forecast cone. 
Although the average errors 
might seem large, they are 
much better than 5, 10 and 
20 years ago.


The average error for the 
center of the hurricane or 
tropical storm based on NHC 
forecasts from 2004-2008:


12 hours: 32 n. miles
24 hours: 55 n. miles
36 hours: 89 n. miles
48 hours: 99 n. miles
72 hours: 147 n. miles
96 hours: 200 n. miles
120 hours: 263 n. miles
This means, at the end of 


the famous forecast cone, the 
average error is more than 
250 miles. That’s why we tell 


you not to focus too much on 
the center of the cone.


Now the bad news. At the 
National Hurricane Confer-
ence in Orlando last month, 
Hurricane Center Director 
Bill Read told us of the lack 
of skill in predicting intensi-
ty. Actually, NHC basically 
has no skill at all when you 
look at the statistics. We de-
fine “skill” as having a higher 
ability to be correct, than if 
you’d just flip a coin or guess. 
Although the forecast for 
one individual storm might 
be accurate, over the long 
term with all hurricanes and 
tropical storms, meteorolo-
gy has not advanced in in-
tensity forecasting. A tough 
pill to swallow, considering 
the research that has been 
done in this area with the 
hope that this forecast fea-
ture could be improved just 


like the track forecast. 
My concern is people who 


live in vulnerable areas are 
making life and death deci-
sions based on these 48-120 
hour forecasts. I remember 
the man from Galveston, 
Texas being interviewed on 
TV just before Hurricane Ike 
came ashore in 2008. Ike’s 
incredible storm surge re-
moved all structures from the 
barrier islands that weren’t 
protected by a sea wall. This 
gentleman said he was stay-
ing because Ike was “only a 
category 2, but if it became 
a 3 he would leave.” At that 
time, Ike was just one mph 
below a category 3. He wast-
ed valuable evacuation time 
and risked his life because 
of 1 mph? 


This will be my 22nd year 
doing the weather along 
the Gulf Coast and my 13th 


hurricane season in Tam-
pa Bay. No two seasons are 
the same and no two hurri-
canes are the same. We try 
hard not to “hype” a storm 
by just giving you the weath-
er information you need ev-
ery hour with our Tropi-
cal Update. We’ll be here 
again this season, watch-
ing the tropics at 49 after 
the hour and more often if 
a tropical system develops. 
Our team of meteorologists 
with years of experience in 
Tampa Bay weather will be 
here bringing you our in-
sight every hour from June 
through November.


Forecasting made advances, still not perfect
BAYNEWS9


Mike Clay
Chief meteorologist


Go to Bradenton.com 
for updated stories all 
throughout hurricane 
season and beyond.


Stay informed


6T | Season tracker
7T | Hurricane tracking  
chart
8-9T | Evacuation map
10T | Long seasons 
without hurricanes can 
lead to complacency
12T | Don’t forget your 
pets while planning
12T | Supplies to stock 
13T | Make a plan
14T | Know, review your 
insurance coverage 
before the storm 
threatens
14T | Special needs 
help, shelters available 
15T | Prepare homes, 
gather documents
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U.S.: 3 to 6 major 
storms predicted 
in Atlantic


Wind speed
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Notable hurricanes
 Intensity at landfall


Camille 1969
Andrew 1992


Opal 1995
Ivan 2004
Jeanne 2004


Georges 1998
Floyd 1999
Frances 2004


Danny 1997
Gaston 2004


Hugo 1989
Charley 2004
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Wind speed  miles per hour


Categories


SOuRCES: national Weather Service; natonal Hurricane Center


Scale rates
hurricane’s force


The Saffir-Simpson
hurricane scale is a rating


system used to give an
estimate of the potential


property damage and
flooding expected along a


coast from a
hurricane landfall.


ASSOCIATED PRESS


Category 2
96-110 mph


Some damage
to roofs, doors,
windows, trees and
shrubbery; flooding
damage to piers


Category 3
111-130 mph


Some structural
damage; large trees
blown down; flooding
near shoreline and
possibly inland; mobile
homes destroyed


Category 4
131-155 mph


Extensive damage to
doors and windows;
major damage to
lower floors near
shore; terrain may be
flooded well inland


Category 5
More than 155 mph


Complete roof failure and
some building failures;
massive evacuation;
flooding causes major
damage to lower floors
of all shoreline buildings


Category 1
74-95 mph


Damage primarily
to trees and
unanchored mobile
homes; some
coastal flooding


SOuRCES: national Weather Service; natonal Hurricane Center


Scale rates
hurricane’s force


The Saffir-Simpson
hurricane scale is a rating


system used to give an
estimate of the potential


property damage and
flooding expected along


a coast from a
hurricane landfall.


ASSOCIATED PRESS


Category 4  131-155 mph


Extensive damage to doors and
windows; major damage to
lower floors near shore; terrain
may be flooded well inland


SOuRCES: national Weather Service; natonal Hurricane Center


Scale rates hurricane’s force
The Saffir-Simpson hurricane scale is a rating system used to
give an estimate of the potential property damage and flooding
expected along a coast from a hurricane landfall.


ASSOCIATED PRESS


Category 1  74-95 mph


Damage primarily to trees and
unanchored mobile homes;
some coastal flooding


Category 2   96-110 mph


Some damage to roofs, doors,
windows, trees and shrubbery;
flooding damage to piers


Category 3  111-130 mph


Some structural damage; large
trees blown down; flooding near
shoreline and possibly inland;
mobile homes destroyed


Category 5   More than 155 mph


Complete roof failure and
some building failures; massive
evacuation; flooding causes
major damage to lower floors
of all shoreline buildings


Category 2
96-110 mph


Some damage
to roofs, doors,
windows, trees and
shrubbery; flooding
damage to piers


Category 3
111-130 mph


Some structural
damage; large trees
blown down; flooding
near shoreline and
possibly inland; mobile
homes destroyed


Category 4
131-155 mph


Extensive damage to
doors and windows;
major damage to
lower floors near
shore; terrain may be
flooded well inland


Category 5
More than 155 mph


Complete roof failure and
some building failures;
massive evacuation;
flooding causes major
damage to lower floors
of all shoreline buildings


Category 1
74-95 mph


Damage primarily
to trees and
unanchored mobile
homes; some
coastal flooding


SOuRCES: national
Weather Service;
natonal Hurricane Center


Scale rates
hurricane’s force
The Saffir-Simpson hurricane
scale is a rating system used
to give an estimate of the
potential property damage and
flooding expected along a coast
from a hurricane landfall.


ASSOCIATED
PRESS


Category 5
More than
155 mph


Complete
roof failure
and some
building failures;
massive evacuation;
flooding causes major damage
to lower floors of all shoreline
buildings


Category 4
131-155
mph


Extensive
damage to
doors and
windows; major
damage to lower floors
near shore; terrain may be
flooded well inland


Category 3
111-130
mph


Some
structural
damage; large
trees blown down;
flooding near shoreline
and possibly inland; mobile
homes destroyed


Category 2
 96-110
mph


Some
damage to
roofs, doors,
windows, trees and
shrubbery; flooding
damage to piers


Category 1
74-95 mph


Damage
primarily to
trees and
unanchored
mobile homes;
some coastal flooding


Go to Bradenton.com/
hurricane for updated 
stories and interactive maps 
all throughout hurricane 
season.


Stay informed


MANSON ROOFING INC
Est. 1977


We Install Confi dence
Rains, High Winds & 


Powerful Storms.


Tell us your concerns


Be prepared to protect your 
most important assets.


HAVE CONFIDENCE IN A ROOFING CONTRACTOR WITH 
THE SAME NAME, SAME OWNERS AND HAS SERVED


THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 34 YEARS.


mansonroofi ng.com


(941) 748-5547
Florida Certifi ed Professional Roofi ng Contractor


Florida State Certifi cation
CCC026478 & CCC045924


032387


019607


CGC-1516184
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By BRENT CONKLIN
bconklin@bradenton.com


You can count the num-
ber of tropical storms 
and hurricanes that 


have impacted Manatee Coun-
ty on two hands.


County officials and weath-
er experts say prepare for the 
big one anyway.


“It only takes one storm,” 
stresses Laurie Feagans, Man-
atee Public Safety’s emer-
gency management chief. “I 
never play the odds of how 
many. It’s foolish not to pre-
pare for that one storm that 
can ruin your life.”


Paul Close, meteorologist 
with the National Weath-
er Service office in Ruskin, 
concurs.


“It’s not a matter of if, just a 
matter of when,” he said.


Manatee has been in the 
crosshairs of a major hurricane 
—  fairly recently, too.


In August 2004, the cen-
ter of Hurricane Charley’s 
forecast path was zeroed in 
on Tampa Bay.


An 11th-hour jog to the east, 
however, spared Manatee. 
Cat. 4 Charley made landfall 
at Captiva Island, roughly 90 
miles — as the seagull flies 
— south of Bradenton.


The storm ravaged the state. 
Punta Gorda, Port Charlotte, 
Arcadia and countless other 
cities — all devastated.


Estimates put property 
damage across Florida at 
$5.4 billion and agricultur-
al damage at $285 million. 
Both figures offered a valu-
able lesson and warning to 
Manatee to prepare for what 
could be.


“The best way to show 
people what can happen is 
to look at examples,” said 
Brian McClure, Bay News 
9 meteorologist. “The fact 
remains, it’s possible. And if 
you haven’t been hit in a long 
time, guess what? You have 
a higher statistical chance 
of getting hit now.”


“It’s a fine line,” said  
McClure, a Clearwater res-
ident who has storm shut-
ters on his home. “You don’t 
want to scare people, but we 
see how so few people pre-
pare and that worries us. I’ve 
seen how horrible storms 
can be.”


According to a recent 
hurricane evacuation study 
by the Tampa Bay Region-
al Planning Council, eight 
tropical storms or hurricanes 
have impacted Manatee by 


either tides or winds:
1921: Tropical Storm 


Five created Longboat Key 
Pass.


1946: Hurricane Five made 
landfall near Bradenton as 
a Category 1 storm.


1950: Hurricane Easy 
passed to the west in the 
Gulf, raising tides 6 to 8 feet 
from Clearwater to Sara-
sota.


1960: The remnants of 
Hurricane Donna passed 
to the east and deluged the 
area with rain.


2001: Tropical Storm Ga-
brielle’s center made landfall 
at Venice and soaked Mana-
tee. Parrish got the worst of 
it — 15.1 inches of rain.


2004: Some winds from 
hurricanes Charley, Fran-
cis and Jeanne all affected 
the area.


‘It only takes one storm’
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HERALD FILE PHOTO
Florida Highway Patrol troopers blocked off sections of 
Manatee Avenue West as Tropical Storm Gabrielle passed 
through Bradenton in 2001.


AIR DUCT CLEANING
IS YOUR HOME MAKING YOU SICK? EXCESS DUST?


ALLERGIES? ASTHMA? BREATHING PROBLEMS?


SERVICING ALL OF SARASOTA
& MANATEE COUNTIES


Let Our 25 Years of Experience And Knowledge Work For
You & Your Family


Locally owned
and operated.
Licensed and


insured for your
protection


WARNING!
DUST MITE WASTE CAUSES


ALLERGIES & ASTHMA


UV Light Air-purifiers • Mold Removal
Sanitizer • Maintenance Programs • Dryer Vent Cleaning • Outside
Condenser Cleaning • Electrostatic Filters With Lifetime Warranty


• Workmanship Guaranteed


Enviro Clean
www.uswaterdamage.com


Bradenton/Sarasota


941-926-3029


Locally Owned & Operated


Indoor Air
Quality Testing


Available
Call for Details


10% OFF DISCOUNT
SENIOR CITIZEN,


GOVERNMENT
WORKERS AND ANYONE


IN THE MEDICAL
INDUSTRY


FREE
MOLD INSPECTION


$99 VALUE!


HAVING YOUR AIR


DUCTS CLEANED


COULD REDUCE YOUR


HEATING/COOLING


COSTS BY 30%
UNLIMITED VENTS


INCLUDES 1 MAIN
& 1 RETURN


LOWEST
PRICE
EVER


$4995
ONE
WEEK
ONLY


007492
023506
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HURRICANE TRACKING CHART
Newspapers, radio and television give hurricane positions in latitude 
and longitude. The longitude scale is the vertical numbers at bottom. 
Latitude runs horizontally. 
Want to plot along? Here’s an example: An advisory says a storm is 
at 25 degrees N latitude and 80 degrees W longitude. Find 25 
degrees north on the right side of the map and 80 degrees west 
along the bottom. Follow each of those lines until they cross and 
that’s where the storm is located.
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10. Bashaw Elementary 
School
3515 Morgan Johnson 
Road


18. Bayshore Elementary 
School
6120 26th St. W.


19. Braden River High 
School
6545 S.R. 70 (Pet 
friendly)


13. Braden River Middle 
School
6215 River Club Blvd.


24. Buffalo Creek Middle 
School
7320 69th St. E.


28. Daughtrey Elementary 
School
515 63rd Ave. E.


2. Freedom Elementary 
School
9515 S.R. 64 E.


25. Gullett Elementary
12125 44th Ave. E.


11. Haile Middle School
9501 S.R. 64 E.


16. Johnson Middle School
2121 26th Ave. E.


17. Kinnan Elementary 
School
3415 Tallevast Road, 
Sarasota


4. Lee Middle School
4000 53rd Ave. W.


3. Lincoln Middle School
305 17th St. E., Palmetto


6. Manatee High School
1000 32nd St. W. (Pet 
friendly)
 
5. McNeal Elementary 
School


6325 Lorraine Road


26. Miller Elementary 
School
4201 Manatee Ave. W.


20. Mills Elementary 
School
7200 69th St. E., Palmetto. 
(Pet friendly)


7. Myakka City Elementary 
School
37205 Manatee Ave., 
Myakka City


14. Oneco Elementary 
School
5214 22nd St. E.


22. Prine Elementary 
School
3801 Southern Pkwy.


9. Rogers Garden 
Elementary School
515 13th Ave. W.


15. Rowlett Elementary 
School
3500 Ninth St. E.


1. Seabreeze Elementary 
School
3601 71st St. W.


8. Tillman Elementary 
School
1415 29th St. E., Palmetto


27. Williams Elementary 
School
3404 Fort Hamer Road


23. Willis Elementary 
School
14705 The Masters Ave.


12. Witt Elementary 
School
200 Rye Road


Note: All locations are 
in Bradenton unless 
otherwise noted


EVACUATION SHELTERS


DO NOT CALL 911 FOR HURRICANE INFORMATION. THE 911 LINE 
IS RESERVED FOR LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCIES ONLY.


Emergency numbers
Manatee County Emergency 
Management General Information: 
(941) 748-4501 
Animal services: (941) 749-7103
Manatee County TDD: (941) 742-5757
Red Cross Manatee Chapter: (941) 
792-8686


Web sites
Newspaper: www.bradenton.com/
hurricane
Bay News 9 Weather page: www.
baynews9.com/weather
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency: www.fema.gov
National Hurricane Center: www.nhc.
noaa.gov
Manatee County Government: www.
mymanatee.org


MANATEE COUNTY 
EVACUATION MAP 2011


SOURCE: MANATEE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
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026271


FIND SERVICES FOR YOUR HOME, 
GARDEN OR AUTO IN OUR SERVICE 


& REPAIR DIRECTORY


EVERY THURSDAY & FRIDAY
IN BOTH THE BRADENTON HERALD 
& THE LAKEWOOD RANCH HERALD
 & WEDNESDAYS IN THE SHOPPER


& EMPLOYMENT WEEKLY


LOOK
IN


THE CLASSIFIEDS


026252


US
TAMPA BAY


677-4411


CHARLOTTE CO
624-3651


PINELLAS CO
323-4364


A POLK CO
665-3312


FENCE


“ We Have Pride”
NOW


SERVING ALL OF FLORIDA
MANA SARA CO


756-8727
CRC 016172 800-741-1711


026250


Let us make your dream kitchen come true!
Kitchen & Bath Design Specialists!!


•  Granite Counter 
Tops 


• Cabinets
•  Sinks, Faucets & 


Hardware


• Flooring 
•  Solid Surface 


Stone
•  Stone, Veneer & 


Pre-Cast


Designs to fi t
all budgets


Visit Our Showroom! 1851 57th Street, Sarasota
Hours 9am-5pm Mon-Fri 10am-2pm Sat


941-351-6178SEASHORE 
KITCHENS&BATHS


Free Drytreat Sealer
$300 VALUE


WITH COUPON


026259


PLUS Inc.PLUS Inc.PLUS Inc.


941-795-8846 • 941-722-8856 • 941-720-8829941-795-8846 • 941-722-8856 • 941-720-8829


10 Year
Guarantee


Free
Estimates


Fixed On The Spot
No Mess, No Fuss, No Waiting


Owner Operated     Ken Marshall


Fixed On The Spot
No Mess, No Fuss, No Waiting


Owner Operated     Ken Marshall


Lowest Prices Guaranteed
We Use Only Phifer Products
Serving Manatee & Sarasota


Mention Yellowbook
For A 10% Discount


No Deposit Required • Insured


Lowest Prices Guaranteed
We Use Only Phifer Products
Serving Manatee & Sarasota


Mention Yellowbook
For A 10% Discount


No Deposit Required • Insured


SCR
EEN


S


SCR
EEN


S


SCR
EEN


S


1-34740CSAR 3 Feb 2011 at 22:06:09 EST


RESCREENING SPECIALIST
SINCE 1986


026251


026248


No Job Too Big or Too Small!
All Brick Paver Needs


6 Months
SAME AS CASH


Free Estimate
Competitive Pricing


CJ CENTRAL VACUUM INC.
Installation, Sales & Service


New & Existing Homes
Residential & Commercial


Built-in Ironing Boards


vacuumcj@verizon.net


Bradenton to Naples
All Major Brands


Fax (941) 756-6625   941-756-7785
www.CJCENTERALVACUUM.com


PO Box 14573, Bradenton, Fl 34280 - 3003 62nd Ave. East, Bradenton, Fl 34203


026260


F
L63785


R ROOFING
STATE CERTIFIED ROOFING CONTRACTOR 
RESIDENTIAL REROOF NEW CONSTRUCTION 
SHINGLE METAL TILE FLAT


Where Service, Customer Satisfaction 
and Quality Are The Way We Do Business


Family Owned & Operated
www.HHSROOFING.COM


CCC1326964 RX 11066694941-761-3447


FREE ESTIMATES


02
62


58
02


62
63


Bucket Truck
Lighting Repairs 
Generators Call (941) 747-1968


License #EC13001486
Full Service Electrical Contractor


Whole House 
Surge Protection


Locally Owned 
& Operated Over 
31 YEARS!


Mention this AD 
& receive 


a 10% Discount


8T THE HERALD    bradenton.com Sunday, May 29, 2011HURRICANE SURVIVAL GUIDE








REVIEW POLICIES NOW: 
Make sure your insurance 
policy provides the coverage 
you need and will remain in 
force through the storm sea-
son. If you have any doubts, 
ask your agent. 


 THE INSURANCE BOX: In-
surance companies have an 
imaginary box drawn over a 
map of Florida and its waters. 
Once a storm enters that box, 
regardless of whether it’s pro-
jected to hit land, insurance 
companies won’t write poli-
cies until the storm dissipates 
or leaves the zone. 


LAST RESORT: If you can’t 
find coverage, there’s always 
Citizens Property Insur-
ance Corp. It is the state-
created insurer of last resort 
in Florida and can usual-
ly provide coverage when 
private insurers can’t or won’t. 
Check out www.Citizens 
Fla.com or contact the Flor-


ida Market Assistance Pro-
gram at (800) 524-9023 for 
help finding coverage. 


TWO COVERAGES: Wind and 
storm coverage is different 
from flood insurance. Make 
sure you have both, partic-
ularly if you live in a flood-
prone area, which about 80 


percent of Florida’s 17 mil-
lion residents do. For infor-
mation on the federal gov-
ernment’s flood insurance 
program, visit www.floods-
mart.gov. 


CONTACT NUMBERS: If you 
are forced to leave your home, 
make sure to contact your 
agent or insurance compa-
ny and leave a number where 
you can be contacted. 


 TAKE PICTURES: Docu-
ment the contents of your 
home thoroughly either with 
photographs or video. Photo-
graph any storm damage and 
keep receipts for any tempo-
rary repairs to the home. 


INSURANCE  REVIEW: Don’t 
make extensive repairs or 
throw out damaged furniture 
or other items until a claims 
adjuster has been able to as-
sess the damage.


— Herald staff reports


Know your insurance coverage


State Farm Insurance: 
(800) 732-5246
Allstate Insurance: (800) 
547-8676
Nationwide Insurance: 
(800) 421-3535
USAA: (800) 531-8222
Citizens Property 
Insurance: (800) 411-CPIC
Travelers of Florida: (800) 
252-4633
Progressive: (800) 776-
4737
Mercury: (800) 987-6000
National Flood Insurance 
Program: (800) 427-4661


Contact numbers
Manatee County Special 


Needs Program provides 
hurricane evacuation as-
sistance to individuals who 
have no other alternative. 
What you need to know 
about assistance: 


n Pre-registration is criti-
cal for patients who require 
transportation to a special 
needs shelter. Contact Mana-
tee County Emergency Man-
agement, P.O. Box 1000, Bra-
denton 34206-1000. Phone: 
749-3022. 


n Registrations must be 
updated each year. 


n If a hurricane threat-
ens Manatee County and 
you are pre-registered as a 
eligible Special Needs Cli-
ent, a representative will call 
you to confirm your trans-
portation needs. 


n A group evacuation of 
a nursing home, adult liv-
ing facility or similar facil-


ities, is the responsibility 
of the facilities’ manage-
ment, but non-emergency 
transportation is your re-
sponsibility. 


n Take contact information 
for friends and family. 


n Residents of assisted 
living and skilled care fa-
cilities could be transport-
ed to care facilities in other 
parts of the state. Caregiv-
ers, friends or family mem-
bers should make sure pa-
tients’ records have current 
contact information. 


Special needs eligibility 
Any Manatee resident 


whose physical condition 
requires special care, but 
doesn’t require an acute-care 
setting and who fits into any 
of the following categories, 
regardless of age. 


n Unable to administer 


their own frequently re-
quired or daily injectable 
medications. 


n Requires frequent or dai-
ly dressing changes due to 
moderate to copious drain-
age. 


n Needs assistance with 
ostomy management and 
indwelling catheters. 


n Requires frequent assess-
ment of potentially unstable 
medical conditions. 


n Cardiac or respiratory 
conditions that require spe-
cial medical equipment such 
as monitors, oxygen, IPPB 
machines, etc. 


n Terminal illness, non-
bedridden, in need of pro-
fessional assistance in ad-
ministering heavy doses of 
pain medication. 


n Others deemed neces-
sary by triage team.


— Herald staff reports


Local special needs help available


ACADEMY INSURANCE AGENCY
7330 Cortez RD W.,Bradenton, FL 34210 • 941-758-4600


IF TWO FEET OF FLOODWATER CAN WASH YOUR CAR AWAY,
IMAGINE WHAT IT COULD DO TO YOUR DINING ROOM SET.


OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00 - 5:30 | Saturday 9:00 - 3:00


BUSINESS • AUTO • HOMEOWNERS • BOATS
MOTORCYCLES • FLOOD • MOBILE HOMES • TRUCK


Don’t risk your home. Call me for fl ood insurance today.


Floods and fl ash fl oods happen in all 50 states and U.S. territories, 
and fl ood damage isn’t covered by homeowners insurance.


023383


Summer packages starting at just $299.00
Phone: 941-713-4507


Website: www.digitalsafetynetfl .com


Professional home and small 
business inventory services


031768


When you need to most,
no one can remember everything.


Be safe, be smart, be ready!
We Document Your Property!


Ronnie Grubbs & Associates is proud to be a trusted-choice 
independent insurance agency serving Manatee, Sarasota 
and the West Coast of Florida. We are “People Helping 
People With Old Fashioned Courtesy.”


Representing some of the fi nest auto insurers in the U.S. • General Agent for Ohio National Life Insurance Company


THE GRUBBS TEAM
Ronnie Grubbs, LUTCF


General Agent/Principal
Floy Hoppe


Agent/Offi ce Manager
Barbara Thaggard
All Lines Agent


RonnieGrubbs.com • Ronnie@RonnieGrubbs.com
5615 26th Street West Bradenton • PH: 941-758-8588 • FAX: 941-756-8697


FLOODS ARE 
LIKE HIGHWAYS.
THEY RUN THROUGH ALL 50 STATES.


Floods are America’s most common natural disaster, so everyone 
is at risk. In fact, 1 in 4 fl ood claims are fi led in low-to-moderate 
fl ood risk areas.


Don’t risk your home. Call me for fl ood insurance today.


Stop in today for your
FREE 


Flood & Home Owner Review


S
P


80402
032116
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Experts suggest having 
three emergency kits: one 
at home, a small one at work 
and a few basic supplies in 
the car. Pick up a few items 
on the list every time you go 
shopping. 


Food and water 
n One gallon of water per 


person per day. (Store a week’s 
supply. Do not use milk jugs; 
2-liter soda bottles can be used 
if they are thoroughly cleaned 
and filled to the top.) 


n A backcountry water-
filtering device or a bottle 
of unscented liquid chlo-
rine bleach to purify water 
(16 drops per gallon or eight 
drops per 2-liter bottle right 
before you use it, NOT be-
fore you store it). 


n Nonperishable food 
n Can opener 


n Pet food 


 First aid and hygiene 
n First aid handbook 
n Bandages in a variety of 


sizes, gauze, bandaging tape, 
surgical gloves 


n Portable supply of pre-
scription drugs and special 
supplies, such as oxygen or 
hearing-aid batteries 


n Moist towelettes 
n Toilet paper 
n Baby and feminine hy-


giene items 


Shelter and clothing 
n Camp stove and fuel 
n Sleeping bags, blankets 
n Sturdy shoes, hat 


Tools 
n Flashlight, batteries 


n Battery-operated radio 
n Pocketknife 
n Crowbar, handsaw, sledge-


hammer 
n Work gloves, goggles, 


dust masks 
n Plastic sheeting or 


tarps 
n Duct tape, rope 
n Fire extinguisher with 


ABC rating 
n Candles, matches 
n A loud whistle to sig-


nal for help 
n Photocopies of credit 


cards, driver licenses, birth 
certificates, bank information 
and account numbers 


Upkeep 
n Replenish kits annual-


ly. Restock as family’s needs 
change.


— Herald staff reports


Supplies to stock up on
n Generators must be 


placed outdoors because 
they emit carbon monox-
ide, which can be dead-
ly. Place in a well-ventilat-
ed area, not under an open 
window where the fumes 
could waft inside. 


n Do not connect the gener-
ator to the home wiring sys-
tem, such as through a fuse 
box or circuit breaker, unless 
you have a transfer switch 
that has been installed by 
a licensed electrician. The 
power can flow outside the 
house to the power lines and 
injure workers. 


n Make sure your genera-
tor is the right size. In gen-
eral, small generators can 
power appliances requir-
ing 110-volt current, such 
as lamps and refrigerators. 
A larger generator (at least 
3,500 watts) is needed for 
appliances using 220- volt 


current, such as window 
air conditioners, stoves and 
clothes dryers. Do not hook 
up a generator to a central 
air-conditioning unit. 


n Don’t exceed the rec-
ommended wattage listed 
on the generator. 


n Make sure the gener-
ator is grounded. Connect 
a length of heavy-gauge 
wire between the genera-
tor grounding lug and an 
external ground source, or 
make your own by driving 
a length of copper piping 
into the ground. 


n Use a heavy-duty exten-
sion cord to plug applianc-
es into the generator. 


n Let the unit reach op-
erating speed before elec-
trical loads are connected. 
Disconnect loads before 
turning off the engine. Don’t 
allow the engine to run out 
of gas while appliances are 


connected. 
n Let the generator cool 


down before refueling. Nev-
er refuel while the engine is 
running. 


n Fuel for the generator, 
such as gasoline or propane, 
should be stored outside, 
never inside. 


n After storm season has 
passed, start the genera-
tor once a month to keep 
it ready.


n Keep it dry. Units should 
not be operated or stored 
in wet or damp conditions. 
Don’t operate on top of met-
al decking. If possible, keep 
the generator elevated off the 
ground with plywood.


n Keep intake and venti-
lating slots clean. 


n Keep the generator clean 
and free of oil, mud and oth-
er foreign matter.


— Herald staff reports


Generator safety tips
031874


WHENWHEN


ur clients rest assured knowing they have the right coverages in place to protect
their most valuable assets. Shouldn’t you?With hurricane season approaching, now
is a great time to call MGA Insurance Group for your no-obligation risk assessment.


www.m g a - i n s u r a n c e . c o m • 9 4 1 . 9 0 7 . 3 8 2 8
9 0 2 4 T o w n C e n t e r P a r k w a y • L a k e w o o d R a n c h , F L 3 4 2 0 2


1 0 7 5 C e n t r a l A v e n u e • S a r a s o t a , F L 3 4 2 3 6


Insurance PeopleWho KnowAnd Care


026048
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Gather 


n Store important docu-
ments such as insurance pol-
icies, deeds, property records 
and birth certificates in a safe-
deposit box. Store copies in 
a disaster-supplies kit. 


n Keep a stash of cash or 
traveler’s checks where you 
can quickly get them in case 
of evacuation. 


Plumbing 
n  Know how to shut off 


water lines in case of a leak 
in the house. Label the shut-
off valve clearly; it’s the first 
valve where water enters 
the house. 


n Strap your water heat-
er (gas and electric ones) 
to studs in the wall or to the 
floor with heavy-duty met-
al strips to prevent gas leaks 
and possible fires from bro-


ken pipes. You can find strap-
ping kits at home improve-
ment stores. 


Electricity 
n Buy a portable, gas-pow-


ered generator for emergency 
electricity. Only appliances 
that can use extension cords 
should be attached to a gen-
erator. A 2,200-watt unit can 
power a refrigerator and sev-
eral lamps. Keep fuel in a safe, 
protected container. 


n Learn how to shut off the 


electricity: Turn off single 
breakers first, then switch 
off the main breaker. 


To turn back on, switch 
the main breaker first, then 
the single breakers. On old-
er panels, pull the main fuse 
blocks. 


Gas 
n All occupants should 


also know how and when 
to turn off the gas. 


If you smell gas after a 
storm or other emergen-
cy, shut off the meter valve 
found at the first fitting on 
the supply pipe coming out 
of the ground. 


Use a wrench to turn the 
valve either way until it is per-
pendicular to the pipe. 


Keep a wrench attached to 
the gas meter with a wire. 


Call the gas company to 
get service restored. 


Structural safety 


n Make sure your home is 
bolted to the foundation and 
the structure is properly re-
inforced.


n Check the roof, founda-
tion, chimney and walls for 
cracks and overall condition. 
Contact trained contractors 
in your area for information 
on retrofitting. 


n If you live in an apart-
ment, know where your build-
ing’s utility controls are and 
how to use them. 


Household items 
n Place flashlights in hall-


ways, bathrooms and bed-
rooms. Keep a flashlight, 
spare batteries and sturdy 
shoes under the bed. (Shoes 
will protect you from bro-
ken glass and other debris 
on the floor.) 


n Evaluate each room. Ask 
yourself: If the home begins 
shaking, what would fall? Se-
cure appliances, bookshelves 
and hutches to wall studs. 
Mirrors should be hung on 
double hooks; do not lean 
them against the wall. 


n Place heavy objects and 
electronic equipment on low-
er shelves. Use large Vel-
cro patches or nonskid rub-
ber shelf liners to help keep 
items in place. 


n Place sand in the bottom 
of vases and other break-
able items to help hold them 
down. 


n Use plastic, not porce-
lain hanging planters. 


n Store household chem-
icals safely, preferably near 
the floor. 


n Secure light objects, such 
as lawn chairs, to prevent 
them from becoming fly-
ing missiles. 


n Fill bathtubs and sinks 
with water in case water 
supply is interrupted or con-
taminated. 


Outside your home 
n Close shutters and lash 


down awnings. 
n Bring in anything that 


could blow around: bicy-
cles, garbage cans, patio fur-
niture, gas grills. 


n Lower your TV antenna, 
but first unplug the TV. 


n Turn off power to the 
pool pump, lights and chlo-
rinator. If pump is exposed, 
wrap with a waterproof cov-
er and tie securely. 


n Do not empty the pool of 
water; add additional chlo-
rine. 


n Trim dead branches from 
trees. 


— Herald staff reports


Evaluate your home, gather documents before storms


“YOUR COMFORT IS OUR COMMITMENT”


CUSTOM CLIMATE CONCEPTS
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING


Family Owned & Operated
Licensed since 1989


Lic. CAC048083, CAC1814156, CGC1513339


729-COOL (2665) 
www.customclimateconcepts.com


A Rating w/BBB


729-Cool(2665)
www.customclimateconcepts.com


CUSTOM CLIMATE 
CONCEPTS


AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING


Not valid with other offers. Expires 6/30/11


FREE
FREON LEAK CHECK


For New Customers Call for details.


032117


Make Your A/C Hurricane Ready
Florida Building Code 301.12


PLUS HURRICANE 
ANCHORS INSTALLED!


40-Point Precision Tune-Up
Includes fi lter, rust proofi ng & 


up to 2lbs R22 Freon


$49
BRADENTON 


WINDOW
& ALLIED PRODUCTS INC.,
“QUALITY Products to  Protect Your Home” SERVING BRADENTON SINCE 1953


NEW!! SECURITY SCREEN
& IMPACT WINDOWS


FREE ESTIMATES


BAHAMAS ROLL SHUTTERS HURRICANE PANELSACCORDION


1217 29TH AVENUE W, BRADENTON


747-4695
www.bradentonwindow.net


022983
022983
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023195


#CGC-052873DMO Remodelers, Inc.


6130 Clark Center Avenue • Suite 103 •  Sarasota,FL 342386130 Clark Center Avenue • SSSSSSSSSSSSuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuiiiiiiiiittttttttttteeeeeeeeee 111111111111111110000000000000000003333 ••••• SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrraaaaaasssssssssooooooooooooooooottttttttttttttaaaaaaa,FFLL 34223388


We have The Experience, Quality & Price You Want!


CELEBRATING OUR 23rd ANNIVERSARY


“ Feel protected from the outside world”
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