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Scale rates hurricane’s force
The Saffir-Simpson hurricane scale is a rating system used to
give an estimate of the potential property damage and flooding
expected along a coast from a hurricane landfall.
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IS YOUR HOME MAKING YOU SICK? EXCESS DUST?
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By BRENT CONKLIN

bconklin@bradenton.com

ou can count the num-
ber of tropical storms
and hurricanes that

have impacted Manatee Coun-
ty on two hands.

County officials and weath-
er experts say prepare for the
big one anyway.

“It only takes one storm,”
stresses Laurie Feagans, Man-
atee Public Safety’s emer-
gency management chief. “I
never play the odds of how
many. It’s foolish not to pre-
pare for that one storm that
can ruin your life.”

Paul Close, meteorologist
with the National Weath-
er Service office in Ruskin,
concurs.

“It’s not a matter of if, just a
matter of when,” he said.

Manatee has been in the
crosshairs ofamajor hurricane
— fairly recently, too.

In August 2004, the cen-
ter of Hurricane Charley’s
forecast path was zeroed in
on Tampa Bay.

Anllth-hourjogtothe east,
however, spared Manatee.
Cat.4 Charley made landfall
at Captiva Island, roughly 90
miles — as the seagull flies
— south of Bradenton.

The stormravaged the state.
Punta Gorda, Port Charlotte,
Arcadia and countless other
cities — all devastated.

Estimates put property
damage across Florida at
$5.4 billion and agricultur-
al damage at $285 million.
Both figures offered a valu-
able lesson and warning to
Manatee to prepare for what
could be.

“The best way to show
people what can happen is
to look at examples,” said
Brian McClure, Bay News
9 meteorologist. “The fact
remains, it’s possible. And if
youhaven’t been hitinalong
time, guess what? You have
a higher statistical chance
of getting hit now.”

“It’s a fine line,” said
McClure, a Clearwater res-
ident who has storm shut-
ters on his home. “You don’t
want to scare people, but we
see how so few people pre-
pare and that worries us.I've
seen how horrible storms
can be.”

According to a recent
hurricane evacuation study
by the Tampa Bay Region-
al Planning Council, eight
tropical storms or hurricanes
have impacted Manatee by

HERALD FILE PHOTO
Florida Highway Patrol troopers blocked off sections of
Manatee Avenue West as Tropical Storm Gabrielle passed
through Bradenton in 2001.

either tides or winds:

1921: Tropical Storm
Five created Longboat Key
Pass.

1946: Hurricane Five made
landfall near Bradenton as
a Category 1 storm.

1950: Hurricane Easy
passed to the west in the
Gulf, raising tides 6 to 8 feet
from Clearwater to Sara-
sota.

1960: The remnants of
Hurricane Donna passed
to the east and deluged the
area with rain.

2001: Tropical Storm Ga-
brielle’s center made landfall
at Venice and soaked Mana-
tee. Parrish got the worst of
it — 15.1 inches of rain.

2004: Some winds from
hurricanes Charley, Fran-
cis and Jeanne all affected
the area.
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2011 SEASON TRACKER
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-3 - < 6120 26th St. W. School
al X D N 7200 69th St. E., Palmetto.
) - . . 6 g 19. Braden River High (PET FRIENDLY)
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Newspaper: www.bradenton.com/ : ¢ ¥ .R. .
Manatee County Emergency hurricane : i { ) FRIENDLY) ;c Il\‘l:)y(:kka City Elementary
Management General Information: Bay News 9 Weather page: www. 20 24 . 37205 Manatee Ave
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~ = Animal services: (941) 749-7103 Federal Emergency Management A‘ é¢3:hoB Jladen River Middle Myakka City
Manatee County TDD: (941) 742-5757  Agency: www.fema.gov 19 EETE e G 6215 Ri Club BIvd
Red Cross Manatee Chapter: (941) National Hurricane Center: www.nhc. 41 . \ ) iver Clu va. 14. Oneco Elementary
792-8686 noaa.gov Y o z School
Manatee County Government: www. eespam i \G8 3 g g 24. Buffalo Creek Middle
mymanatee.org : School 5214 22nd St. E.
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; ' S3AvE W : 4. . A 3 N g 3415 Tallevast Road, 27. Williams Elementary
Evacuation Zones ~—— Rairoad - T g 70 june B2 C o Sarasota School
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S —— \ A —_ 5 E 23 Note: All locations are
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______________________ i S School otherwise noted
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REVIEW POLICIES NOW:
Make sure your insurance
policy provides the coverage
you need and will remain in
force through the storm sea-
son. If you have any doubts,
ask your agent.

THE INSURANCE BOX: In-
surance companies have an
imaginary box drawn over a
map of Florida and its waters.
Once a storm enters that box,
regardless of whether it’s pro-
jected to hit land, insurance
companies won’t write poli-
cies until the storm dissipates
or leaves the zone.

LAST RESORT: If you can’t
find coverage, there’s always
Citizens Property Insur-
ance Corp. It is the state-
created insurer of last resort
in Florida and can usual-
ly provide coverage when
private insurers can’t or won't.
Check out www.Citizens
Fla.com or contact the Flor-

Contact numbers

State Farm Insurance:
(800) 732-5246

Allstate Insurance: (800)
547-8676

Nationwide Insurance:
(800) 421-3535

USAA: (800) 531-8222
Citizens Property
Insurance: (800) 411-CPIC
Travelers of Florida: (800)
252-4633

Progressive: (800) 776-
4737

Mercury: (800) 987-6000
National Flood Insurance
Program: (800) 427-4661

ida Market Assistance Pro-
gram at (800) 524-9023 for
help finding coverage.

TWO COVERAGES: Windand
storm coverage is different
from flood insurance. Make
sure you have both, partic-
ularly if you live in a flood-
prone area, which about 80

HURRICANE SURVIVAL GUIDE
Know your insurance coverage

percent of Florida’s 17 mil-
lion residents do. For infor-
mation on the federal gov-
ernment’s flood insurance
program, visit www.floods-
mart.gov.

CONTACT NUMBERS: If you
are forced to leave your home,
make sure to contact your
agent or insurance compa-
ny and leave anumber where
you can be contacted.

TAKE PICTURES: Docu-
ment the contents of your
home thoroughly either with
photographs or video. Photo-
graph any storm damage and
keep receipts for any tempo-
rary repairs to the home.

INSURANCE REVIEW: Don't
make extensive repairs or
throw out damaged furniture
or other items until a claims
adjuster has been able to as-
sess the damage.

— Herald staff reports

When you need to most,
no one can remember everything.
Be safe, be smart, be ready!
We Document Your Property!

Summer packages starting at just 299.00

Phone: 941-713-4507
Website: www.digitalsafetynetfl.com
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IF TWO FEET OF FLOODWATER CAN WASH YOUR CAR AWAY,
IMAGINE WHAT IT COULD DO TO YOUR DINING ROOM SET.

Floods and flash floods happen in all 50 states and U.S. territories,
and flood damage isn’t covered by homeowners insurance.

Don’t risk your home. Call me for flood insurance today.

ACADEMY INSURANCE AGENCY
7330 Cortez RD W.,Bradenton, FL 34210 « 941=-758-4600
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Local special needs help available

Manatee County Special
Needs Program provides
hurricane evacuation as-
sistance to individuals who
have no other alternative.
What you need to know
about assistance:

m Pre-registration is criti-
cal for patients who require
transportation to a special
needs shelter. Contact Mana-
tee County Emergency Man-
agement, P.O. Box 1000, Bra-
denton 34206-1000. Phone:
749-3022.

m Registrations must be
updated each year.

m If a hurricane threat-
ens Manatee County and
you are pre-registered as a
eligible Special Needs Cli-
ent, arepresentative will call
you to confirm your trans-
portation needs.

m A group evacuation of
a nursing home, adult liv-
ing facility or similar facil-

ities, is the responsibility
of the facilities’ manage-
ment, but non-emergency
transportation is your re-
sponsibility.

m Take contact information
for friends and family.

m Residents of assisted
living and skilled care fa-
cilities could be transport-
ed to care facilities in other
parts of the state. Caregiv-
ers, friends or family mem-
bers should make sure pa-
tients’ records have current
contact information.

Special needs eligibility

Any Manatee resident
whose physical condition
requires special care, but
doesn’t require an acute-care
setting and who fits into any
of the following categories,
regardless of age.

m Unable to administer

their own frequently re-
quired or daily injectable
medications.

m Requires frequent or dai-
ly dressing changes due to
moderate to copious drain-
age.

m Needs assistance with
ostomy management and
indwelling catheters.

m Requires frequent assess-
ment of potentially unstable
medical conditions.

m Cardiac or respiratory
conditions that require spe-
cial medical equipment such
as monitors, oxygen, IPPB
machines, etc.

m Terminal illness, non-
bedridden, in need of pro-
fessional assistance in ad-
ministering heavy doses of
pain medication.

m Others deemed neces-
sary by triage team.

— Herald staff reports
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Floods are America’s most common natural disaster, so everyone
is at risk. In fact, 1 in 4 flood claims are filed in low-to-moderate

flood risk areas.
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THEY RUN THROUGH ALL 50 STATES.

nDa

NATIONAL FLOOD
INSURANCE PROGRAM

Don’t risk your home. Call me for flood insurance today.
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Experts suggest having
three emergency Kits: one
at home, a small one at work
and a few basic supplies in
the car. Pick up a few items
on the list every time you go
shopping.

Food and water

m One gallon of water per
person per day. (Store aweek’s
supply. Do not use milk jugs;
2-liter sodabottles canbeused
if they are thoroughly cleaned
and filled to the top.)

m A backcountry water-
filtering device or a bottle
of unscented liquid chlo-
rine bleach to purify water
(16 drops per gallon or eight
drops per 2-liter bottle right
before you use it, NOT be-
fore you store it).

m Nonperishable food

m Can opener

m Pet food

First aid and hygiene

m First aid handbook

m Bandages in a variety of
sizes, gauze, bandaging tape,
surgical gloves

m Portable supply of pre-
scription drugs and special
supplies, such as oxygen or
hearing-aid batteries

m Moist towelettes

m Toilet paper

m Baby and feminine hy-
giene items

Shelter and clothing

m Camp stove and fuel
m Sleeping bags, blankets
m Sturdy shoes, hat

Tools

m Flashlight, batteries

HURRICANE SURVIVAL GUIDE

Supplies to stock up on

m Battery-operated radio

m Pocketknife

m Crowbar, handsaw; sledge-
hammer

m Work gloves, goggles,
dust masks

m Plastic sheeting or
tarps

m Duct tape, rope

m Fire extinguisher with
ABC rating

m Candles, matches

m A loud whistle to sig-
nal for help

m Photocopies of credit
cards, driver licenses, birth
certificates, bank information
and account numbers

Upkeep

m Replenish kits annual-
ly. Restock as family’s needs
change.

— Herald staff reports

ur clients rest assured knowing they have the right coverages in place to protect
their most valuable assets. Shouldn't you? With hurricane season approaching, now
is a great time to call MGA Insurance Group for your no-obligation risk assessment.

Insurance People Who Know And Care

Insurance &¥ Group

www.mga-insurance.com ¢ 941.907.3828

9024 Town Center Parkway e Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
1075 Central Avenue e Sarasota, FL 34236
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Generator safety tips

m Generators must be
placed outdoors because
they emit carbon monox-
ide, which can be dead-
ly. Place in a well-ventilat-
ed area, not under an open
window where the fumes
could waft inside.

m Do not connect the gener-
ator to the home wiring sys-
tem, such as through a fuse
box or circuit breaker, unless
you have a transfer switch
that has been installed by
a licensed electrician. The
power can flow outside the
house to the power lines and
injure workers.

m Make sure your genera-
tor is the right size. In gen-
eral, small generators can
power appliances requir-
ing 110-volt current, such
as lamps and refrigerators.
A larger generator (at least
3,500 watts) is needed for
appliances using 220- volt
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current, such as window
air conditioners, stoves and
clothes dryers. Do not hook
up a generator to a central
air-conditioning unit.

m Don’t exceed the rec-
ommended wattage listed
on the generator.

m Make sure the gener-
ator is grounded. Connect
a length of heavy-gauge
wire between the genera-
tor grounding lug and an
external ground source, or
make your own by driving
a length of copper piping
into the ground.

m Use aheavy-duty exten-
sion cord to plug applianc-
es into the generator.

m Let the unit reach op-
erating speed before elec-
trical loads are connected.
Disconnect loads before
turning off the engine. Don’t
allow the engine to run out
of gas while appliances are

connected.

m Let the generator cool
down before refueling. Nev-
er refuel while the engine is
running.

m Fuel for the generator,
such as gasoline or propane,
should be stored outside,
never inside.

m After storm season has
passed, start the genera-
tor once a month to keep
it ready.

m Keepit dry. Units should
not be operated or stored
in wet or damp conditions.
Don’t operate on top of met-
al decking. If possible, keep
the generator elevated oft the
ground with plywood.

m Keep intake and venti-
lating slots clean.

m Keep the generator clean
and free of 0il, mud and oth-
er foreign matter.

— Herald staff reports
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Gather

m Store important docu-
ments such as insurance pol-
icies, deeds, property records
and birth certificates in a safe-
deposit box. Store copies in
a disaster-supplies Kit.

m Keep a stash of cash or
traveler’s checks where you
can quickly get them in case
of evacuation.

Plumbing

m Know how to shut off
water lines in case of a leak
in the house. Label the shut-
off valve clearly; it’s the first
valve where water enters
the house.

m Strap your water heat-
er (gas and electric ones)
to studs in the wall or to the
floor with heavy-duty met-
al strips to prevent gas leaks
and possible fires from bro-

ken pipes. You can find strap-
ping kits at home improve-
ment stores.

Electricity

m Buy a portable, gas-pow-
ered generator for emergency
electricity. Only appliances
that can use extension cords
should be attached to a gen-
erator. A 2,200-watt unit can
power arefrigerator and sev-
erallamps. Keep fuel inasafe,
protected container.

m Learn how to shut off the

HURRICANE SURVIVAL GUIDE
Evaluate your home, gather documents before storms

electricity: Turn off single
breakers first, then switch
off the main breaker.

To turn back on, switch
the main breaker first, then
the single breakers. On old-
er panels, pull the main fuse
blocks.

Gas

m All occupants should
also know how and when
to turn off the gas.

If you smell gas after a
storm or other emergen-
cy, shut off the meter valve
found at the first fitting on
the supply pipe coming out
of the ground.

Use a wrench to turn the
valve either way until it is per-
pendicular to the pipe.

Keep awrench attached to
the gas meter with a wire.

Call the gas company to
get service restored.
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Structural safety

m Make sure your home is
bolted to the foundation and
the structure is properly re-
inforced.

m Check the roof, founda-
tion, chimney and walls for
cracks and overall condition.
Contact trained contractors
inyour area for information
on retrofitting.

m If you live in an apart-
ment, know where your build-
ing’s utility controls are and
how to use them.

Household items

m Place flashlights in hall-
ways, bathrooms and bed-
rooms. Keep a flashlight,
spare batteries and sturdy
shoes under the bed. (Shoes
will protect you from bro-
ken glass and other debris
on the floor.)

SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2011

m Evaluate each room. Ask
yourself: If the home begins
shaking, what would fall? Se-
cure appliances, bookshelves
and hutches to wall studs.
Mirrors should be hung on
double hooks; do not lean
them against the wall.

m Place heavy objects and
electronic equipment on low-
er shelves. Use large Vel-
cro patches or nonskid rub-
ber shelf liners to help keep
items in place.

m Place sand in the bottom
of vases and other break-
able items to help hold them
down.

m Use plastic, not porce-
lain hanging planters.

m Store household chem-
icals safely, preferably near
the floor.

m Secure light objects, such
as lawn chairs, to prevent
them from becoming fly-
ing missiles.

m Fill bathtubs and sinks
with water in case water
supply is interrupted or con-
taminated.

Outside your home

m Close shutters and lash
down awnings.

m Bring in anything that
could blow around: bicy-
cles, garbage cans, patio fur-
niture, gas grills.

m Lower your TV antenna,
but first unplug the TV.

m Turn off power to the
pool pump, lights and chlo-
rinator. If pump is exposed,
wrap with a waterproof cov-
er and tie securely.

m Do not empty the pool of
water; add additional chlo-
rine.

m Trim dead branches from
trees.

— Herald staff reports
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