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It’s a popular place to live.
In fact, wild horses

can’t keep people away.

World-class polo in your backyard...
no hats required. In fact, your dream
home is just a short mallet swing away.

www.lakewoodranch.com
941-907-6000 / 800-307-2624

BROKERSWELCOME. All prices are subject
to change without notice. *Tour required.
See Sales Associate for details.

FREE COUNTRY CLUB 2-DAY VIP MEMBERSHIP!*

CALL TODAY! The Time Is Now...
Build A Place Called Home.

ModelsOpenDaily:
Homes from the $100s to over $5millionPlay “TAG” at Lakewood Ranch -

find out more at
www.lakewoodranch.com
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The Lakewood Ranch Herald is pleased to join Schroeder-

Manatee Lakewood Ranch as the newspaper media 

sponsor for the Robert A. Uihlein Jr., Memorial Finals event 

on March 28,  2010 at the Sarasota Polo Club.

Inside these pages, you will fi nd explanations of polo 

terminology, history of the Sarasota Polo Club and 

a look at the fun surrounding a polo occasion.  

We are proud to share this publication as a valuable 

information resource and a treasured memento of this 

spectacular sporting event.

 We welcome polo players and attendees from around the 

globe to enjoy one of the world's fi nest — The Sarasota Polo 

Club at Lakewood Ranch. While visiting, we hope you will take 

the time to enjoy our fi ne community outside the 

polo fi eld, from our notable dining establishments to our 

beautiful world class white-sand beaches. Enjoy this 

publication and I look forward to seeing you at the 

Polo club.

Regards,
Robert Turner
President and Publisher
Lakewood Ranch Herald
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Sarasota Polo hosts players from around 
the world on the fi nest fi elds, bar none. 

This adds up to a season fi lled with 
competition, sportsmanship and enjoyment for all.

It gives us great pleasure to welcome you to Sarasota Polo's 19th 
season. Polo captures the imagination, and we are sure it will capture 
yours too. It is a game of speed, fi nesse and great courage for both 
horse and rider. Up close, it is a game of physical contact and incredible 
stamina. Above all, harmony between horse and rider is the foundation 
of the oldest organized sport in the world.

The Sarasota Polo Club, established in 1991, is located in the award 
winning master-planned community of Lakewood Ranch, Florida. With 
130 acres of perfectly manicured Bermuda grass, paired with a unique 
underground irrigation system, the Sarasota Polo Club has nine of the 
best polo fi elds in the world.

Polo tournaments and leagues are played throughout the winter 
months. The public is invited to come out every Sunday afternoon 
during season to tailgate and watch the matches. The sidelines are 
fi lled with families, friends and fans. Throughout the year, the Sarasota 
Polo Clubhouse and open-air Pavilion are also available to rent for 
any occasion.

Everyone is invited to come out and watch the fun. Bring your 
picnic lunches and tailgate next to the action on the best polo fi elds 
in the country. 

More than Polo . . .
The Sarasota Polo Club offers year-round rental facilities featuring 

130 acres of manicured fi elds, a clubhouse and an open-air pavilion. 
These are all available for sporting events, business meetings, weddings, 
parties and other special occasions

Located 3.5 miles east of I-75 off University Parkway in Lakewood 
Ranch. Turn right on Lorraine Road, entrance is second right.

Sarasota Polo Club facilities:
• 9 outdoor polo fi elds
• 2 stick and ball fi elds
• Member's clubhouse
• Covered open air pavilion
• 3/4 mile exercise track
• Three 24-stall barns with turn out
• Gift shop
• Veterinary clinic on site
• Full size arena
Surrounding the polo fi elds are 35 private polo ranches 

ranging from fi ve to 40 acres. During season over 600 horses are 
stabled around the club.

Sarasota Polo Club
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Uihlein was part of the Milwaukee, Wisc. brewing family that took  
control of the Schroeder-Manatee Ranch in the 1920s. A hunter 
of big game and patron of the arts, Uihlein established the city of 
Milwaukee as a summer capital of high-goal polo in the U.S.

As an athlete, Uihlein won the National Open in 1951, 1961 and 
1972.  As an active community member, he served on the board of 
governors for  the USPA from 1949 to 1974. When he died in 1976, 
Uihlein was the  chairman and chief executive offi cer of the Joseph 
Schlitz Brewing  Company in Milwaukee.

In 2001, he was inducted into the Polo Hall of Fame.

Robert A. Uihlein, Jr. Memorial Cup

This memorial cup is intended to further the tradition 
of good  sportsmanship that Uihlein, 

a premiere polo player, embodied.
The 14-goal fi nal will be played on March 28.

ROYCE PLASTIC SURGERY
Dr. Jacqueline Royce,
D.O.

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
American Board of Physician
Specialists

• Botox • Juvederm • Hydrelle • Artefil
• Office Mini Facelifts • Full Facelifts
• Rhinoplasty • Breast Augmentation
• Breast Lift/Reduction • Tummy Tucks
• Laser Tattoo Removal • Fraxel®

Aestheticians on staff
for facials and permanent make-up

University Health Park
2401 University Pkwy. • Bldg. 1 • Suite 206

941-358-FACE (3223)

Call About
Spring Specials!

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL
PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT OF ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT WHICH
IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF THE ADVERTISEMENT AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OR RESPONDING TO THE
ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT.

005583

Three meticulously groomed courses offer golfers infinite possibilities
to play. No greens fees, pay only cart fee. Recognized as one of the nation’s
top tennis complexes, featuring 17 lighted, Har-Tru courts. Elegant or
casual dining is all up to you at one of our three dining facilities. Our
5,000 sq. ft. fitness center offers treadmills, free weights, a variety of fitness
equipment, and exercise classes. Cool off or lounge by our beautiful pool.

3101 Longmeadow • Sarasota, FL Email: membershipsales@meadowscc.org

www.TheMeadowsCountryClub.com

888 6582737

Membership is contingent upon approval by the Club and in compliance with the club’s rules and regulations. All applications
for Membership must be approved by the Board of Governors and all applicants are subject to interview prior to approval of
their application for Membership. Such approval shall be at the Club’s sole and absolute discretion. *Under 16 with a paying

adult, all summer. Call for complete details.
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The ClosesT PrivaTe CounTry Club To DownTown sarasoTa

FULL GOLF SUmmEr
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oct. 31st
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$500
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Imagine being mounted on a Thoroughbred 

race horse, fully trained to play polo. Imagine 

charging down an open fi eld towards your 

goal as your opponent follows you in hot 

pursuit – riding neck and neck – trying to ride 

you off the ball as you swing your mallet and 

take a shot on goal…the shot that makes the 

winning goal and takes your team to victory.

Ok so maybe that’s not exactly where your 

fi rst lesson takes you. But if you are looking 

for a new passion and seeking a rush of adren-

aline, polo may be the sport for you. And no 

matter what your level of horsemanship or 

game knowledge, in a very short time you can 

be playing arena polo with other aspiring polo 

players, club pros and amateur veterans. Be 

forewarned, the fast-paced sport of polo has 

a built-in thrill – an almost addictive quality 

–  that will change your life, as it has for so 

many, in an amazing way.

The Sarasota Polo Club Polo School and 

Arena Program is fully equipped to supply 

horses—and every level of schooling—to get 

just about anyone up on a horse with mallet in 

hand. From the very fi rst lesson, after a brief-

ing on rules, safety and strategy of the game, 

you will mount up and play in a controlled 

walk/trot scrimmage with other novices like 

yourself. Your experienced polo pony will 

guide you and help you get where you 

need to go, in spite of your greenhorn polo 

player status.

The instructor will set the initial pace of 

the game and help keep opponents equally 

matched. Often an experienced rider will need 

to slow his pace to ensure the rules of play 

are followed and guarantee a greater success 

at hitting the ball. The beginning rider may 

initially be consumed with the mere task of 

riding the horse, but soon the thrill of hitting 

the ball and making the next play will become 

the dominant thought process. It is different 

for everyone, but the equine part of the team 

knows what to do. The sooner the horse is 

allowed to do his thing, the sooner the rider 

can expand his comfort zone and soon will 

be playing polo. The scrimmages start slow, 

as safety and fl ow of the game are important; 

but before you know it, the pace picks up, the 

game is on, and you are in it.

For years, the arena polo program at the 

Sarasota Polo Club has provided opportuni-

ties for young and old, from an 8-year-old girl 

to a 70-year-old grandmother, and everyone 

in between. In fact, polo can easily become a 

family affair. Take, for example, the Becks, a 

family that hails from Tallahassee but makes 

Sarasota their winter home. The family was 

initially involved with hunter-jumpers, but 

son Daniel sought something more. He began 

taking lessons from Sarasota polo pro Stuart 

Campbell, and it wasn’t long after that the 

Sarasota Polo Club started a polo school. Mom 

Kelly and four of the children began having 

their own lesson scrimmages in the arena…

and the addiction was on. As the Beck family’s 

polo interests evolved, they purchased several 

polo ponies, a truck and trailer, and several 

acres in the Sarasota Polo Club ranches. They 

plan to open their new barn for the 2010 

Im in bein d  Tho hb d allo d  d hi thin he th ride

Learn to play polo
by scott lancaster | photography by eric nalpas

The Sarasota Polo Club Polo School 

and Arena Program is fully equipped to 

supply horses — and every level of 

schooling — to get just about anyone 

up on a horse with mallet in hand.
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season, which is considered to be amongst the 

fi nest on the grounds.

On the fi eld, the Beck family has already 

had success in Sarasota. They still play arena 

polo but have also crossed over to the grass, 

where Daniel was on the winning 2008 USPA 

Presidents Cup team. Mom Kelly enjoyed 

great success in the 2009 pro pool, and a nar-

row loss in the fi nals of the very competitive 

Ringling Cup, after defeating the tournament 

favorite to get there. John Luke, a 12-year-old, 

played his fi rst arena tournament and sent his 

team to the fi nals after scoring the winning 

goal in a shoot out, holding his own against 

players many years his senior. It was inevitable 

that dad Mike would fi nally take up the game, 

and for youngest daughter Julienne, it’s just a 

matter of time before she makes her debut, as 

she is spending much time in the saddle.

The Becks may have led the charge into 

family involvement in the arena program, but 

they were soon followed by Mike Ferro, whose 

son Austin dabbled in the arena before becom-

ing fully immersed and joining his dad’s Mus-

tang Ranch team. Raymond Guest moved his 

outdoor string to the arena; he can play with 

his daughter Kelsea, and since the demand on 

the horses is not as great, horses that once just 

worked for Guest are now enough for the two 

of them. Polo pro Stuart Campbell’s wife Vic-

toria has become a fi xture on the arena scene, 

as have the Alexanders – Barb plays arena 

exclusively, and George joins in when he can.

Polo is a sport that can require a lot of 

resources: those who have these resources can 

control their own destinies. For many others, 

the Sarasota arena program has offered an 

opportunity to play polo, many times without 

even owning a horse. 

Raphael Alland saw polo at a young age and 

has passionately pursued it ever since. Alland 

gets some fi nancial help from his family, but 

also works on the set-up crew at the club 

and exercises horses for members, in order to 

make his dream of playing polo come true. 

Alland, and many of the arena players, have 

had the great opportunity to play with club 

pros like Juan Martinez Baez, Stuart Campbell, 

Jamie Mirikitani and countless others. Before 

turning 16, Alland got the chance to cross 

over to the grass at the Sarasota Polo Club, 

playing in the 2008 Sportsmanship Cup. He 

scored a difference-making goal in the fi rst 

match and multiple goals in the next match, 

but none more important than the game win-

ner, sending his team to the fi nals where they 

fi nished a close second. Alland has experi-

enced all of this without owning a pony.

Arena polo clubs and schools have sur-

faced around the country and have helped to 

develop players. Many get their start in some 

sort of arena program: the United States Polo 

Association fi gures approximately 30 percent 

of its membership started in the interscholastic 

or high school program and the college pro-

grams. Arena programs also continue to keep 

polo affordable. 

The arena playing area is much smaller 

and does not require the expensive and time-

intensive maintenance of a grass fi eld. The 

horses are often not the caliber of ponies you 

see in the outdoor game, or are past their 

primes: some participants have a backyard 

pony or two, or an older polo pony, and some 

don’t even have their own pony and yet play 

twice weekly.

Arena polo is a fast-paced game that anyone 

who loves horses or sports can fall in love 

with. You’ve worn the shirt, now it’s time to 

play the game. The arena polo program puts it 

within reach for you. 

Learn to Play Polo:
Lessons are available during season. 

Lessons can be scheduled any day of the 
week and times are very fl exible. Lessons 
cost $85 or fi rst time students can purchase 
a package of 10 for $750. 

The school provides horses and all of the 
equipment for the horses as well as helmet 
and mallet for the students.  

To learn more or to schedule your fi rst 
lesson contact: 

Scott Lancaster
214-952-7935
scottlancaster@hotmail.com 
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Possibly the oldest team 
sport, polo’s genesis is 
lost to the eye of history.

An Asiatic game, polo was probably 

fi rst played on a barren camp ground by 

nomadic warriors over two thousand 

years ago.

Valuable for training Calvary, the game 

was played from Con-stantinople to Japan 

by the middle ages. Known in the East 

as the Game of Kings, Tamer Lane’s polo 

grounds can still be seen in Samarkand.

British tea planters in India witnessed the 

game in the early 1800’s but it was not until 

the 1850’s that the British Calvary drew up 

the earliest rules and by the 1869’s the game 

was well established England.

James Gordon Bennett, a noted American 

publisher; balloonist, and adventurer, was 

captivate by the sport and brought it to New 

York in 1876 where it caught on immedi-

ately. Within ten years, there were major 

clubs all over the east, including Newport 

and Long Island.

Over the next 50 years polo achieved 

extraordinary popularity in the United 

States. By the 1930’s polo was in the midst 

of a Golden Age — it was an Olympic sport 

and crowds in excess of 30,000 regularly 

attended international matches at Meadow 

Brook Polo Club on Long Island. The 

galloping game produced athletes who 

would doubtless have achieved greatness in 

any sport: Cecil Smith, the Texas 

cowboy, who held a perfect 10-goal 

rating for a still-record 25 years; Devereux 

Melbourne, instrumental in formulating 

modern styles of play; and Tommy 

Hitchcock, war hero, and the best of 

the best in international competition for 

two decades.

In the past 20 years, polo in the United 

States has undergone an unprecedented and 

remarkable expansion. At present, there are 

more 300 USPA® member clubs with over 

4,500 active players and 91 High School 

and College teams.

Polo is an international sport. During the 

summer season at Hurlingham, England, 

the fall season at Palermo in Buenos Aires, 

and the winter season at Palm Beach or 

Palm Desert 30 to 40 teams will be manned 

by players from the United States, Argen-

tina, Zimbabwe, Canada, New Zealand, 

Pakistan, Mexico, France, Australia, South 

Africa, Great Britain, and a dozen other polo 

playing countries. For over 30 years, the 

Argentines have been preeminent in the 

sport but growth in players and the avail-

ability of good horses is honing the com-

petitive abilities of challengers from many 

countries, including the United States.

History of Polo



– GRAND OPENING –
Camlin Home Corporation Presents Its Newest

LUXURY BOATING COMMUNITY

Home, Deep Salt Water Homesite & Private Dock from $499,000.

941-748-7777 • www.theinlets.com
Model Center: 4305 5th Avenue NE, Bradenton, Florida • Open: Mon-Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5

2 mls W of I-75 (Exit 220) off SR 64. Turn at 39th St. E., follow Bella Sole signs to 5th Ave. NE and turn right, through gate to model .

• Deep Salt Water
• Private Docks
• Gated & Secure

• Maintenance Free
• No CDD’s
• 37 Homesites
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For your next partyFor your next party
or any occasion.or any occasion.
Lowest PricesLowest Prices
Norman’s Fine Wines & Spirits

5495 Lena Rd. (87th & SR 70)

941-727-8797

www.normansliquors.com

Norman’s Fine Wines & Spirits

Discover OurDiscover Our
Collection of FineCollection of Fine
Wines & SpiritsWines & Spirits

Live Greyhound RacingLive Greyhound Racing Place Your BetsPlace Your Bets
Live Simulcast Horse Racing

Matinees Racing
Mon. thru. Sat. 12:30 pm

Live Racing
Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 7:30 pm Enjoy 50¢ Friday MatineesEnjoy 50¢ Friday Matinees

50¢ Admission, Budweiser Beers, Hot Dogs and Soda50¢ Admission, Budweiser Beers, Hot Dogs and Soda
(At Concession stand only)(At Concession stand only)

005435

941 • 751 • 2345
6815 14th St. W. Suite 208

Bradenton, Florida 34207

A New You With
Laser Therapy

• Non-Surgical Facelift
- Wrinkle Reduction
- Skin Rejuvenation
- Skin Tightening

• Weight Loss
- Natural Injections
- Lasers
- Cellulite Treatment

• Hair Rejuvenation

Call Today for a FREE Consultation

005584

• Laser for Pain Relief
- Failed Back Surgery
- Neuropathy
- Nerve Pain
- Non Healing Wounds

& More…

Nancie Brenes, D.O.M.
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polo lingo . . . know the talk
Playing Field
Polo is most often played outdoors. The outdoor polo fi eld 
is 300 yards long and 160 yards wide, the largest fi eld in 
organized sport. The goal posts at each end are 24 feet 
apart and a minimum of 10 feet high. Penalty lines are 
marked at 30 yards from the goal, 40 yards, 60 yards, and 
at midfi eld. 

Divot Stomping
An activity that involves spectators in the game. During 
halftime, spectators are invited to go onto the playing fi eld 
to replace pieces of turf that have been dug-up by the 
horses.

Polo Mallets
Players hit the ball with the mallet using one of 
four basic shots:
Forehand    to hit the ball forward or laterally 
 to a teammate
Backhand    changing the fl ow of play by sending the  
 ball in the opposite direction
Neckshot    hitting the ball under the horse's neck
Tailshot    hitting the ball behind and under the  
 horse's rump

Pony Goal
A pony goal occurs when a pony, usually by kicking 
the ball, causes the ball to go through the goal posts. 
This is natural for equine athletes who love the game as 
much as their riders. This type of goal counts and is a real 
crowd pleaser. 

Chukker
There are six chukkers in a polo match. Each chukker is 
seven minutes long. Breaks between chukkers are three 
minutes long, with a fi ve minute halftime. The ball is rolled 
in by an offi cial to start the polo match or resume play after 
a time out. Each team lines up in numerical order, directly 
behind the other. The opposing team lines up the same 
way. The umpire rolls the ball between the two teams, and 
play begins. 

Players
There are four players on a team. The forwards are num-
bered one and two, and are mainly concerned with scoring. 
Number three is the center half, who assists the scorers 
and aids in defense. The number three is often the most 
experienced member of the team. Defense and fast breaks 
are the responsibilities of the back, number four. 

Ponies
Today, most polo ponies are thoroughbreds. Horses 
account for 80 percent of the game. There are no height 
restrictions, but most horses are between 15 and 16 hands. 
Possibly the most athletic of all equestrian breeds, 
polo ponies are changed after each chukker. The 
demands of the sport require horses to run like a race-
horse as well as stop and change direction like a cow pony. 
Each player brings six to eight horses to a game. Players 
are allowed to change horses at any time but can't call 
time out to do so.

Umpires
Two mounted umpires do most of the offi ciating, with 
a referee at midfi eld having the fi nal say in any dispute 
between the umpires. With such a large fi eld and the speed 
of the polo match, the referee is usually busy. 

Penalties
Penalty shots are given from any position the umpires 
choose from the goal line to midfi eld, with or without a de-
fender allowed in the goal, depending on the severity of the 
foul. After each goal, the teams change goals. For complete 
details please refer to the penalty rules. 

Sideboards
A 9- to 11-inch vertical board, running the length of the fi eld 
on both sides. The sideboards help to keep the ball in play. 
When the ball rolls too close to the boards, a player may 
elect to ride on the other side to get a better shot at it. For 
this reason, spectators should stay back at least 10 yards 
from the sideboards.

Handicap
Polo players are ranked yearly by their peers and the USPA 
on a scale of -2 to 10 goals. Team play is handicapped on 
the basis of ability. A team's handicap is the total of its 
players' goal ratings. Tournaments are held in handicap 
categories. High goal polo is considered to be for teams 
rated nineteen goals or over, and medium goal play is 
fi fteen to eighteen goals. There are many ways to build a 
team that meets the tournament's goal limit. Quite often a 
strong team will want a ringer, a new or under rated player, 
to balance the team's higher ranked players. 

Double-Chukkered
Means that the same horse may be played again in a 
later chukker.

Rules
This brief overview of the rules of polo is for the specta-
tor only. Most of the rules of polo are for the safety of the 
players and their ponies. If you want to play, learn them 
thoroughly. For complete details please refer to the USPA 
Outdoor Rules. The umpires' primary concerns are right of 
way and the line of the ball. The line of the ball is an imagi-
nary line that is formed each time the ball is struck. This 
line traces the ball's path and extends past the ball along 
that trajectory. The player who last struck the ball is con-
sidered to have right of way, and no other player may cross 
the line of the ball in front of that player, or push that player 
off the line. Riding alongside to block or hook is allowed, as 
long as the player with right of way is not impeded. Bump-
ing or riding off is allowed as long as the angle of attack 
is less than forty fi ve degrees, and any contact must be 
made between the pony's hip and shoulder. A player may 
hook or block another player's mallet with his mallet, but 
no deliberate contact between players is allowed. A player 
may not purposely touch another player, his tack or pony 
with his mallet. The mallet may only 
be held in the right hand. Left handed players are often 
thought to hit with less accuracy, but guide their ponies 
better than their right handed peers. Ponies play for a 
maximum of two chukkers per match.
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941-360-3838
www.savannahpreserve .com

Mon - Fri 10am - 6 pm
Sat 10am - 5 pm • Sun 12pm - 5pm

CARRIAGE HOMES AT UNIVERSITY PLACE

Go to University Parkway (near I-75)
Turn north on Cooper Creek Blvd.
We are 1/2 mile on left.

• BRAND NEW
• SUPERB CONSTRUCTION
• ALL UPGRADES STANDARD
• MAINTENANCE FREE LIVING
• UPSCALE LOCATION WITH SHOPPING & DINING

Score A 2nd Home!
$245,000!
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A Romantic Comedy
For All Ages

o
A
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Charlie Chaplin’s

CITY LIGHTS
Ch li Ch li ’

TM

CC

Come as you are. Leave different.

2009
2010

SEA
SO

N

Leif Bjaland, Artistic Director & Conductor

TICKETS FROM $29

941-953-3434
www.SarasotaOrchestra.org

The American Film Institute named it the best silent
film of all time, but it’s far from silent. Chaplin
wrote, directed, starred and composed the music
to this timeless romantic comedy.

Enjoy a rousing live performance of the movie
score by the Sarasota Orchestra as you watch a
special screening of the hilarious City Lights.

Friday, April 16, 8 pm | Van Wezel

Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural
Affairs, the Florida Arts Council and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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TROPICAL 4780 14TH STREET WEST
BRADENTON, FL 34207

(US Highway 41) WWW.TROPICALCADILLAC.COM
SALES: Mon-Fri 9-6 • Sat 9-5

THE ALL NEW 2010

SRX
The Cadillac of

Crossovers

“…the Cadillac is a wash in luxury and character”.
– Motortrend.com

STARTING AT
$32,999

RE - IMAGINED
RE - INSPIRED
RE - INVIGORATED
All Designed to

RE-IGNITE THE SOUL!
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